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Kalispell is Growing Up
Slower…but steady as she goes

Opening Night – Wachholz College Center The Silos



Stats -
2021

• Kalispell Population – 26,110

• Flathead County – 107,384

• Poverty Rate – 13.27%

• Median Sales Home Price -
$550,000 (406mls.com)

2022
• Kalispell Population – 25,947

• Flathead Population – 108,386

• Poverty Rate – 17.80%

• Median Sales Home Price-
$569,000 (406mls.com)

Source: US Census Bureau and worldpopulationreview.com

Flathead County has grown 19.20% since 2010. 
Montana ranks 2nd in the nation for largest percentage of in-migration from 2020 to 2022. 
Net in-migration of 41,000 people from 2020 to 2022, which represents 3.8% of our population.



2022 Kalispell Business & Community 
Highlights

• March 24, 2022 – Kalispell pushed Bozeman out of the Number 1 spot as the fastest growing 
Micropolitan city in the US. 

• Investor group, MT Hotel Dev Partners, has moved forward with plans for ownership of a major 
downtown parking garage with retail on the bottom and housing on top. Plans for The Charles 
Hotel are in process with submittal to the City coming soon. 

• Greenway Development Group cut the ribbon on the Meridian Apartments in Kalispell – a 180 
unit development. Cleared the sight and plans for the Parkline Towers unveiled. The old Ford 
Dealership site above the entrance to Evergreen and on the Park Line Trail.  224 Units with 
planned completion in 2024. 

• Wachholz College Center opens its doors. 



2022 Kalispell Business & Community 
Highlights

• Pioneer Baseball’s newest team, Glacier Range Riders - The Kelly family hosted Opening Day June 
14, 2022. Facilities and Club House continued expansion and are set to be completed for the 2023 
season.

• With the rise in interest rates, we have seen a cooling of the market in Kalispell and the Flathead. 
Realtors and mortgage lenders continued to see sales, but more days on market, lower selling 
prices, and higher levels of inventory – a welcomed cool-off by buyers. 

• Glacier Park International Airport experienced a 1% increase in enplanements over 2021 and the 
highest number ever. Due to lack of crews and high jet fuel prices, we lost two airlines in 2022. 
The terminal expansion broke ground and Phase 1 is to be completed in 2023. The cost for phase 
2 has increased substantially so grants are being written and there may be adjustments to phase 2 
to deal with these increases. 



Kalispell Economy

• Healthcare
• Technology & Innovation Manufacturing
• Tourism
• Economic Impact: 



POLICOM RATINGS…NO. 6…up from 9!
543 Micropolitan Areas

“Economic strength is the long-term 
tendency for an area to consistently grow in 
both size and quality.”



Employment

Flathead Valley 
2021
Unemployment – 2.3%
Labor Force – 49,842
Employed – 48,679
Total Population – 107,384

Flathead Valley 
2022
Unemployment – 3.0%
Labor Force – 51,041
Employed – 49,534
Total Population – 108,386



Cost of Living Comparison
compared to national average

Kalispell Overall 94.06%
Housing 117%

Helena Overall 98.3%
Housing 108.7%

Missoula Overall 96.8%
Housing 132%

Bozeman Overall 96.8%
Housing 187%

The calculations are based on the total cost of energy, food, healthcare, housing and transportation, among other factors.
Source: salary.com



WORKFORCE, 

WORKFORCE, 

WORKFORCE

HOUSING, 

HOUSING, 

HOUSING



City of 
Kalispell 
Permit 
Activity



Multifamily Market

• The data indicates 60% of the rental 
population cannot afford the average rent in 
the Flathead Valley. 9% of the renters meet 
the affordability index requirement for the 
average rent and the remaining population 
exceeds the affordability index requirements.

• Studio apartments – average 
$1,000/month

• 1 Bedroom/1 Bath – average over 
$1,250/month

• 2 Bedroom/1 Bath – average over 
$1,650/month



Kalispell Sales Stats



HowMoneyWalks.com



At the time….Gallatin County $1.40 billion in 
AGI…Flathead County $1.32 billion in AGI.



2023 & beyond…
in Kalispell
• Workforce is, and will continue to be, an 
issue. 

• Housing affordability and supply will 
continue to be an issue; however, supply chain 
issues are REAL as are interest rates. 

• Childcare accessibility, affordability, and 
quality will continue to be an issue (however, 
the Kalispell Chamber Action Plan is underway).

• Growth impacts continue to emerge and 
need addressing.

• Anticipate continued steady, but slowed, 
business and community growth.



Shameless Plug…

Join the Kalispell
Chamber of Commerce…
Receive our monthly
Dashboard.
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